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CUYAHOGA COUNTY

BOARD OF ELECTIONS

Jeff Hastings, Chairman Anthony W. Perlatti, Director

Inajo Davis Chappell, Board Member Shantiel H. Soeder, Deputy Director

Lisa M. Stickan, Board Member
David J. Wondolowski, Board Member
THIS MEETING WILL BE HELD VIA TELECONFERENCE?
*Please note the new dial-in number and meeting ID*
DIAL IN NUMBER: 1-646-558-8656
MEETING ID: 627 627 4058 Meeting passcode: 2925

MEETING AGENDA March 5, 2021 9:30 A.M.

THE PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
ADMINISTRATIVE

1. Reorganization of the Cuyahoga County Board of Elections pursuant to Ohio Revised Code
§3501.09

2. Approval of minutes from the February 16, 2021 Board Meeting

3. Acknowledgement of Secretary of State Advisory and Directive:
a. Advisory 2021-02: Biennial Adjustment of Recount Charges/Campaign Contribution

Limit Adjustment
b. Directive 2021-11: Ballots for May 4, 2021 Primary/Special Election

REGISTRATION

4. Determination of the validity of provisional ballots and authorization to count provisional
ballots from the February 23, 2021, Woodmere Recall Election

CANDIDATE AND PETITION SERVICES

5. Acknowledgement of Candidate Withdrawals
6. Certification of Candidates for the November 2, 2021 General Election in lieu of the

May 4, 2021 Primary Election

! Video of this meeting can be viewed at youtube.com/cuyahogacountyboe
2 please email mbejjani@cuyahogacounty.gov or lwalker@cuyahogacounty.gov with-your name and the nature of your

comment so we can fully assist you.
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7. Acknowledgement of resignations from and appointments to elected office
8. Authorizing the adjustment of Recount Charges to the maximum amount of $65.00 per
precinct for requested (non-automatic) recounts pursuant to Ohio Secretary of State

Advisory 2021-02.

ELECTION OFFICIALS
9. Authorization to pay: 1 Voting Location Manager - $200; 1 Voting Location Deputy - $200; 14

Precinct Election Officials x $172.10 = $2,409.40; 2 Sanitation Officials x $200 = $400 for the
March 16, 2021 Special Election in the amount of $3,209.40.

FISCAL SERVICES
10. Approval to Extend the Delivery and Return of Voting Equipment Contract with MidFitz, Inc.

dba as Berman Moving and Storage, Inc. pursuant to the same terms and conditions set forth
in the contract in the amount not-to-exceed $6,477.52 for the period beginning May 4, 2021
through May 15, 2021.

HUMANR RCE
‘11, Approval of Personnel Agenda

NEW BUSINE
PUBLIC CO T2

EXE IVE SESSION

Discussion of personnel issues (to consider the appointment, employment, dismissal, discipline,
promotion, demotion, or compensation of a public employee or official) and disputes involving
the public body that are the subject of pending or imminent court action.
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CUYAHOGA COUNTY
BOARD OF ELECTIONS

March 2021

Friday, March 5 @ 9:30AM Reorganization of the CCBOE

Provisional Verification of the Woodmere Recall Election

Certification of Remaining Candidates and Charter Issues

: th @ g
Friday, March 12 @ 9:30AM for the May 4% Primary Election

Certification of the Woodmere Recall Election

Tuesday, March 16 Mayfield Village Election

Tuesday, March 30" @ 2:00PM Provisional Verification of the Mayfield Village Election

Certification of Woodmere Recount/Audit (if no recount)

Tuesday, April 6™ @ 2:00PM Certification of the Mayfield Village Election

Monday, May 3" @ 9:30AM Certification of the Mayfield Recount/Audit (if no recount)
Certification of Woodmere Audit (if recount requested)

Tuesday, May 4" May 4% Primary Election

Provisional Verification from the May 4* Primary Election

Certification of Issues for the August 3™ Special Election (if

Monday, May 17" @ 9:30AM
needed)

. Certification of the Official Results from the May 4%
Tuesday, May 25* @ 2:00PM Primary Election
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Certification of Recounts from the May 4™ Primary

Monday, June 14" @ 9:30AM Election

Certification of Charter Amendments for the August 3™
Special Election

Certification of Audits from the May 4™ Primary Election

M th @ 9;
onday, June 287 @ 3:30AM Certification of Candidates & Issues for the September

14t Primary Election

July 2021

Certification of Write-In Candidates and Charter
Wednesday, July 21st @ 9:30AM Amendments for the September 14t Primary Election

August 2021

Tuesday, August 3" August 37 Special Election

b @ o
Monday, August 16" @ 9:30AM Provisional Verification for the August Special Election

Certification of Candidates & Issues for the November 2™
General Election

rd .
Monday, August 237 @ 9:30AM Certification of the August Special Election (if needed)

September 2021

Certification of Write-In Candidates for the November 2™
General Election

Monday, September 13" @ 9:30AM Certification of Charter Amendments for the November
27 General Election

Certification of Recounts from the August 3" Special
Election (if needed)

Tuesday, September 14' September 14 Primary Election
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Certification of the Audit from the August 3™ Special

th .
Monday, September 27" @ 9:30AM Election

Provisional Verification for the September 14 Primary

Election
October 2021
Friday, October 1% @ 9:30AM Certification of the September 14" Primary Election
Certification of the Recount from the September 14"
Monday, October 18t @ 9:30AM Primary Election

November 2021

Tuesday, November 2" November 2" General Election

Provisional Certification for the November 2™ General
Monday, November 15" @ 9:30AM Election

Tuesday, November 23" @ 2:00PM Certification of the November 2" General Election

December 2021

Certification of the Recount from the November 2™
Monday, December 6" @ 9:30AM General Election

Tuesday, December 7" December 7t Run Off Election (if needed)

Certification of the Audit from the November 2" General
Monday, December 20'" @ 9:30AM Election

Certification of the December 7" Run Off Election (if
needed)
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5R.C.3501.09.
A. The reorganization meeting must be conducted following these steps, in order, in accordance with the

provisions of R.C. 3501.09:

Step 1: Select a Temporary Chairperson
{J The current chairperson or member with the most seniority calls the meeting to order.

1 A “temporary chairperson” is elected from among the members present to chair the meeting. A simple
majority vote of the board is sufficient to select a temporary chairperson.

Step 2: Appoint a Director
{] Nominations are made for Director. The person nominated must be of the same political party as the board

member making the nomination.
03 A majority of three affirmative votes is necessary to select a Director.

0 If, after five ballots, no person receives the three affirmative votes required for selection as the director, the
board shall submit the matter to the Secretary of State as described below.

Step 3: Appoint a Deputy Director
0 Nominations are made for Deputy Director. The person nominated must be of the same political party as the

board member making the nomination. The Deputy Director must be of a different major political party than the
Director.

[0 A majority of three affirmative votes is necessary to select a Deputy Director.

(7 If, after five ballots, no person receives the three affirmative votes required for selection as the deputy director
the board shall submit the matter to the Secretary of State as described below.

I} If the board members do not nominate a Deputy Director at this time, they must, by a majority of three
affirmative votes, agree that the position of Deputy Director is not necessary as of the date of the biennial
reorganizational meeting. This decision can be revisited at any time after the reorganizational meeting, again,

with a majority of three affirmative votes.

Step 4: Appoint a Chairperson
0O After the selection of the Director and Deputy Director, nominations are made for Chairperson. The person

nominated must be of the opposite political party of the Director.

G If, upon the first ballot, no eligible member receives a simple majority vote, the board member affiliated with a
different major political party than the Director having the shortest term to serve on the board shall be the chair.



p——— [ ————
Frank LaRose
©Ofio Secretary of State

DIRECTIVE 2020-26
De_cember 23,2020

To:  All County Boards of Elections
Board Members, Directors, and Deputy Directors

Re:  Appointments to the Board of Elections in Each County for Full Terms
Commencing March 1, 2021; Board’s 2021 Reorganization

SUMMARY

This Directive describes the process for county party executive committees to submit to
the Secretary of State candidates for board of elections appointments for full terms beginning
March 1, 2021. The Secretary of State’s Office must receive those submissions between January

1 and February 16, 2021.

Each board of elections must forward a copy of this Directive, with the attached Secretary
of State ethics policy, to the Democratic and Republican Party Executive Committee chairpersons
of their county.

This Directive also describes the process for the boards of elections’ reorganization, which
must occur between March 2 and March 6, 2021.

INSTRUCTIONS

L APPOINTMENT PROCEDURE

Every odd-numbered year, the Secretary of State is required to appoint two members —one
from each major political party — to each county board of elections for four-year terms
commencing on March 1 of that year.! Each board of elections must forward a copy of this
Directive, with the attached ethics policy, to the Democratic and Republican Party Executive
Committee chairpersons of the county.

The county executive committees of the two major political parties may file a
recommendation with the Secretary of State for the appointment of a qualified elector of the county
to serve as a board member. If the executive committee fails to make a recommendation, the
Secretary will make the appointment. Statutorily, the Secretary of State has long had the authority
to reject the recommendation if the Secretary has reason to believe that the elector would not be a
competent member of the board. That extends to the Secretary’s discretion to deny re-appointment
to current board members who have not demonstrated commitment to their duty or competence in
service to the voters of their county.? If a recommendation is rejected, the Secretary of State will

'R.C. 3501.06(B)2).

2 State ex rel. Ashtabula Cty. Democratic Executive Comm. v. LaRose, 160 Ohio St.3d 1442, 2020-Ohio-5061.




state his decision in writing to the chairperson of the county executive committee, with the reasons
for rejection. The executive committee may then recommend another person for appointment.?

By law, the executive committee must hold its meeting regarding the 2021 appointments
no earlier than December 30, 2020, and no later than February 13, 20214

Electors recommended for appointment, including current board members seeking re-
appointment, must undergo a background check.’ To facilitate the background checks, all persons
recommended for appointment to a board of elections must complete Secretary of State Form 307,
including information related to any misdemeanor or felony conviction. The information about
criminal convictions bears a direct and substantial relationship to the position of member of 2 board
of elections because of the need for public confidence in the integrity of election officials. Any
criminal conviction under a state or federal statute involving elections or ethics laws disqualifies
an individual from serving as a member of a board of elections.

While the form is available on the Secretary of State’s website, a version of Form 307 that
can be electronically submitted is attached to this Directive for each prospective member to
complete. Applicants should use Adobe Reader to complete this form and submit it by selecting
the “submit” button at the bottom of the form. After electronically submitting and printing the
form, the prospective member must sign the form and provide it to the executive committee for
submission with the other documentation outlined below.

To ensure that our Office has sufficient time to review and process the paperwork for each
elector recommended for appointment, boards must request that each executive committee submit
its recommendation to the Secretary of State’s Office on the forms referenced in this Directive no

later than February 16, 2021.

County party executive committees must submit all of the following properly completed
documents by scanning and attaching the forms to an email to BoardInfo@OhioSoS.gov:

e Executive Committee Recommendation for Full Term Appointment (Secretary of
State Form No. 306), to be completed by the Chairman and Secretary of the
Executive Committee and the prospective appointee;

e Questionnaire and Background Check Disclosure, Authorization and Release for
Prospective Appointment as a Member, Director or Deputy Director of the Board of
Elections (Secretary of State Form No. 307), to be completed by the prospective
appointee; and

e The résumé of the elector recommended for appointment, setting forth the prospective
appointee’s qualifications to be a member of a board of elections (i.e., education,

employment history, etc.).

3R.C. 3501.07.
4R.C.3501.07. H.B. 404 (133" General Assembly) extends until July 1, 2021, the temporary authorization for public

bodies to hold and attend meetings and hearings by means of teleconference, video conference, or any other similar

electronic technology.
5 Election Official Manual Chapter 2, page 3.

Office of the Ohio Secretary of State 2 | page



Each elector appointed as a member of a board of elections will be notified by mail and
provided a certificate of appointment and oath of office. The appointee must take and subscribe to
the oath before a person authorized to administer oaths. A signed statement attesting to having
taken the oath must be filed with the clerk of the court of common pleas not later than 15 days
after the date of appointment.f

IL REORGANIZATION

Boards of elections must reorganize within five days of the Secretary of State’s appointment
of members for the upcoming term. Boards must schedule the reorganization meeting between
March 2 and March 6, 2021.7

Note: The Secretary of State does not perform background checks for Directors and Deputy
Directors. To conduct background checks prior to appointing or hiring Directors,
Deputy Directors, and other staff, the board should consult with the county

prosecuting attorney and the county sheriff.?

A. STEPS FOR CONDUCTING THE REORGANIZATION MEETING

Step 1: Select a Temporary Chairperson

e The current chairperson or member with the most seniority calls the meeting to
order.

e A “temporary chairperson” is elected from among the members present to chair the
meeting. A simple majority vote of the board is sufficient to select a temporary
chairperson.

Step 2: Appoint a Director

¢ Nominations are made for Director. The person nominated must be of the same
political party as the board member making the nomination.

e A majority of three affirmative votes is necessary to select a Director.

e If, after five ballots, no person receives the three affirmative votes required for
selection as the Director, the board shall submit the matter to the Secretary of State
as described below.

Step 3: Appoint a Deputy Director

e Nominations are made for Deputy Director. The person nominated must be of the
same political party as the board member making the nomination. The Deputy
Director must be of a different major political party than the Director.’

6 R.C.3501.08.
TR.C.3501.09.
8 Election Official Manual Chapter 2, page 6.
®R.C. 3501.09.

Office of the Ohio Secretary of State 3 | page



o A majority of three affirmative votes is necessary to select a Deputy Director.

e If, after five ballots, no person receives the three‘ affirmative votes required for
selection as the Deputy Director the board shall submit the matter to the Secretary
of State as described below.

e Ifthe board members do not nominate a Deputy Director at this time, they must, by
a majority of three affirmative votes, agree that the position of Deputy Director is
not necessary as of the date of the biennial reorganizational meeting. This decision
‘can be revisited at any time after the reorganizational meeting, again, with a
majority of three affirmative votes.

Step 4: Appoint a Chairperson

e After the selection of the Director and Deputy Director, nominations are made for
Chairperson. The person nominated must be of the opposite political party of the
Director. !

e If, upon the first ballot, no eligible member receives a simple majority vote, the
board member affiliated with a different major political party than the Director
having the shortest term to serve on the board shall be the chair.'!

B. FAILURE TO SELECT A DIRECTOR OR DEPUTY DIRECTOR

If, after five ballots for selection of a Director or a Deputy Director, no person nominated
has received the affirmative votes of at least three members, the names of the persons nominated
on the fifth ballot, and the names of the board members who nominated them, must be certified to
the Secretary of State, who selects one from the list submitted. However, if the Secretary of State
has reason to believe that no person nominated is qualified, the Secretary will state that
determination in writing to the board. The board must then nominate other persons in the same
manner as the original persons were nominated.'?

C. OATH OF OFFICE

Before entering the duties of the office, the newly appointed Director, Deputy Director,
and board employees must subscribe to an oath to support the Constitution of the United States
and the Ohio Constitution, to perform all the duties of the position to the best of their ability, to
enforce the election laws, and to preserve all records, documents, and other property pertaining to
the conduct of elections that are placed in their custody.!? The signed statement attesting to having
taken the oath must be kept on record at the board of elections office.

10 R.C.3501.09.

IIR.C. 3501.09.

12 Election Official Manual, Chapter 2, pages 9 - 10.
13R.C. 3501.13 and 3501.14.

Office of the Ohio Secretary of State 4 | page



CUYAHOGA COUNTY
BOARD OF ELECTIONS

Board Meeting
2-16-21

THIS MEETING WAS HELD VIA TELECONFERENCE IN ACCORDANCE WITH
H.B. 197, 133" G.A. §12 (2020)

Attending:

Jeff Hastings, Chairman

David Wondolowski, Member/via teleconference

Rob Frost, Member/via teleconference

Inajo Davis Chappell, Member/via teleconference
Anthony W. Perlatti, Director

Shantiel H. Soeder, Deputy Director

Mark R. Musson, Assistant Prosecutor, Cuyahoga County
Linda Walker, Clerk to the Board/via teleconference

The Cuyahoga County Board of Elections Meeting began at 2:05 pm. Hereinafter referred to as the
CCBOE/Board.

Chairman Hastings noted that all Board Members were present and Board Members Davis Chappell,
Wondolowski and Frost were present via teleconference.

Agenda Item 1: Approval of the minutes from the January 20, 2021 board meeting

Chairman Hastings moved to approve the minutes from the January 20, 2021 board meeting. Board Member

Davis Chappell seconded. The motion passed unanimously.!

Agenda Item 2: Acknowledgement of Secretary of State Advisory: 2021-01: Recognized Minor Political

Parties Following the General Election and Directives 2021-01: Updated Election Official Manual and

Related Directives (to include the following permanent Directives, and the corresponding chapters of the

EOM, and hereby issued and take immediate effect — Directives 2021-02 thru 2021-08), Directive 2021-09:

H.B. 500 (132" General Assembly) — Electronic Certification of Questions and Issues (confidential - not for

1 Narrative that is underlined in the CCBOE minutes relate to a motion that was acted on by the Board.
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disclosure) and a walk-on Directive 2021-10: The Use of Secure Receptacles and Election Officials to

Receive Absentee Ballots Outside of the Boards of Elections

Chairman Hastings moved to acknowledge Secretary of State Advisory: 2021-01: Recognized Minor Political

Parties Following the General Election and Directives 2021-01: Updated Election Official Manual and Related

Directives (to include the following permanent Directives. and the corresponding chapters of the EOM., and
herebv issued and take immediate effect — Directives 2021-02 thru 2021-08). Directive 2021-09: H.B. 500 ( 132nd

General Assembly) — Electronic Certification of Questions and Issues (confidential — not for disclosure) and a

walk-on Directive 2021-10: The Use of Secure Receptacles and Election Officials to Receive Absentee Ballots

Outside of the Boards of Elections. Board Member Frost seconded. The motion passed unanimously.

Agenda Item 3: Approval of the final ballot order for the February 23, 2021 Village of Woodmere Recall
Election

Chairman Hastings moved to approve the final ballot order for the February 23. 2021 Village of Woodmere
Recall Election. Board Member Frost seconded. The motion passed unanimously.

Agenda Item 4: Approval of the final ballot order for the March 16, 2021 Mayfield Village Special Election
Chairman Hastings moved to approve the final ballot order for the March 16. 2021 Mayfield Village Special

Election. Board Member Frost seconded. The motion passed unanimously.

Agenda Item 5: Preliminary approval of the ballot order for the May 4, 2021 Primary Election

Chairman Hastings moved to approve the preliminary ballot order for the May 4, 2021 Primary Election. Board

Member Frost seconded. The motion passed unanimously.

Agenda Ttem 6: Approval to outsource the printing and mailing of Vote-by-Mail ballots for the May 4, 2021
Primary Election

Chairman Hastings moved to approve to outsource the printing and mailing of Vote-by-Mail ballots for the May
4, 2021 Primary Election. Board Member Frost seconded. The motion passed unanimously.

Agenda Item 7: Approval to renew the Ballot Printing Contract with Midwest Direct in the amount not-to-
exceed $327,448.08 for the Renewal Term of May 4, 2021 through August 2, 2021

Chairman Hastings moved to approve to renew the Ballot Printing Contract with Midwest Direct in the amount
not-to-exceed $327.448.08 for the Renewal Term of May 4, 2021 through August 2, 2021. Board Member Frost

seconded. The motion passed unanimously.



Agenda Item 8: Certification of Candidates and Issues for the May 4, 2021 Primary Election

Prior to approval of the Certification of Candidates and Issues for the May 4, 2021 Primary Election a protest hearing

was held as submitted by Brian Kruszewski. Chairman Hastings recused himself from the hearing process and voting

due to his business relationship with Mr. Alto, the attorney representing Mr. Kruszewski. Board Member Frost was

asked to lead the proceedings of this hearing. Board Member Frost moved to deny the request of Mr. Kruszewski to

appear on the ballot with an abbreviated last name. Board Member Wondolowski seconded the motion. The motion

passed unanimously with Chairman Hastings recusing himself from the vote.

The transcript of proceedings from the protest hearings are incorporated by reference into the minutes and are

available for review upon request.

Chairman Hastines moved to approve the Certification and Issues for the May 4. 2021 Primary Election. Board

Member Davis Chappell seconded. The motion passed unanimously.

Agenda Item 9: Certification of Candidates for the November 2, 2021 General Election in lieu of the May
4, 2021 Primary Election

Chairman Hastines moved to certifv the candidates for the November 2. 2021 General Election in lieu of the May

4, 2021 Primary Election. Board Member Wondolowski seconded. The motion passed unanimously.

Agenda Item 10: Acknowledgement of Candidate Withdrawals

Chairman Hastings moved to acknowledge candidate withdrawals. Board Member Frost seconded. The motion

passed unanimously.

Agenda Item 11: Acknowledgement of resignations from and appointments to elected office

Chairman Hastings moved to acknowledge the resignations from and appointments to elected office. Board

Member Davis Chappell seconded. The motion passed unanimously.

Agenda Item 12: Approval to allocate a total of 5 voting booths; 2 DS200 precinct scanners; 1 ADA
AutoMark marking device; and 3 electronic pollbooks for the February 23, 2021 Village of Woodmere
Recall Election

Chairman Hastings moved to approve to allocate a total of 5 voting booths: 2 DS200 precinct scanners: 1 ADA
AutoMark markinge device: and 3 electronic pollbooks for the February 23, 2021 Village of Woodmere Recall

Election. Board Member Frost seconded. The motion passed unanimously.

Agenda Item 13: Approval to allocate a total of 11 voting booths; 4 DS200 precinct scanners; 1 ADA
AutoMark marking device; and 5 electronic pollbooks for the March 16, 2021 Mayfield Village Special
Election



Chairman Hastines moved to approve to allocate a total of 11 voting booths: 4 DS200 precinct scanners: 1 ADA

AutoMark marking device: and 5 electronic pollbooks for the March 16, 2021 Mayfield Village Special Election.

Board Member Davis Chappell seconded. The motion passed unanimously.

Agenda Item 14: Preliminary approval to allocate a total of 1,016 voting booths; 148 DS200 precinct
scanners; 54 ADA AutoMark marking devices and 205 electronic pollbooks for the May 4, 2021 Primary
Election

Chairman Hastings moved to approve the preliminary approval to allocate a total of 1.016 voting booths: 148
DS200 precinct scanners: 54 ADA AutoMark marking devices and 205 electronic pollbooks for the May 4. 2021

Primary Election. Board Member Wondolowski seconded. The motion passed unanimously.

Agenda Item 15: Approval of Personnel Agenda

Chairman Hastings moved to approve the personnel agenda as noted excluding the appointment of Tiffany
Trapnell. as this appointment was withdrawn from the personnel agenda. Board Member Wondolowski seconded.

The motion passed unanimously.

NEW BUSINESS

November 2020 Locations with High Election Day Turnout — Summary of Analysis

Deputy Director Soeder provided a summary of eleven polling locations and seventy-seven precincts from the
November Presidential Election with high election turnout. Data was reviewed to include turnout by voting
category, precincts assigned, and reports of long lines from midafternoon through evening, voter check-in,
equipment audit logs and the issue tracker/pink memos. Deputy Director Soeder noted the locations were
adequately staffed, and the Election Day turnout was above the countywide location average, there was a
significant increase in curbside voting, and there was a steady increase in voter check-ins in late afternoon through
the evening, and also that there were an insufficient number of electronic pollbook (EPB) check-in stations.
Moving forward the CCBOE staff will work on suggested action items such as reducing precincts assigned to
these locations, increasing the number of EPB allocations with additional EPB’s dedicated for curbside voting,
streamline the curbside voting process to include staff training and identification of curbside voting teams and to
increase the focus of voter education specifically relating to the ballot stub removal and the curbside voting

process.

Voting and Tabulation Equipment Acquisition Process — Update
Tony Kaloger, Election and Compliance Manager, stated that as a part of the ongoing voting equipment and
tabulation system acquisition process, the CCBOE hosted a virtual Security Summit on Friday, February 5, 2021.

The event included virtual presentations from each of our three potential vendors: Clear Ballot, ES&S, and Hart
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InterCivic, focusing on the hardware and software security of the certified voting tabulation systems available for
purchase. The event had two sessions, a morning and an afternoon session. Kaloger provided a timeline of next
steps to include interviewing other County Board of Elections. This week CCBOE will be reaching out to other
county board of elections that are currently using the voting equipment from the three vendors. CCBOE will
conduct a Mock Election with all three vendors around the second week in June. The Mock Election will give
CCBOE staff an additional chance to work with each of the vendors and give advocacy groups, poll workers and
the general public an opportunity to compare and contrast the Election Day experience with each of the vendors
and lastly, a recommendation to the board which includes the CCBOE plan to deliver the committee's
recommendation around the beginning of July. After the selection of a vendor the anticipated Voting Equipment
Schedule will be very similar to the process CCBOE went through in 2017 for the purchase of electronic poll

books. The entire process will likely take 16 to 20 weeks (or approximately 4 to 5 months) to complete.

Chairman Hastings suggested a board member from both parties participate remotely in the entire process. Board

Member Davis Chappell agreed and Deputy Director Soeder stated she would provide the board members with

upcoming meeting information.

Woodmere and Mayfield Village Election Updates

Director Perlatti stated the hours for early in-person voting increases this week for the Woodmere Election. To
date, CCBOE has seen thirteen early in-person voters and thirty-seven voters have requested Vote-by-Mail
ballots. Voting equipment will be delivered on Monday to the polling location by staff and there will not be a
need for a Monday night organizational meeting, as CCBOE staff will be working inside and out on all Election

Day functions. The public pre-test was completed on last Friday and went well.

The close of registration is today for the Mayfield Village Election and all fifty- eight Vote-by-Mail ballot
requests are ready to be sent to individuals and the process will be completed in-house and delivered to the post
office on tomorrow. Early in-person voting started on February 17™ and voting will take place on the second

floor.

CTCL Grant Update

Director Perlatti stated CCBOE was approved for an extension to utilize funds by June 30, 2021 and the
remaining balance is $650,547 dollars from the CTCL grant. He further stated that there were three (3)
restrictions to the extension regarding the use of the remaining funds to include: staffing and administrative cost,
payment of invoices incurred during the 2020 General Election and expenses related to the safe administration of
elections taking place in 2021 during a pandemic. Board Member Davis Chappell asked if any of the remaining
funds could be used for voter education and training, as was mentioned by Deputy Director Soeder during her
update regarding high voter turnout action items. Director Perlatti and Deputy Director Soeder responded yes,

they believed the funds could be used for voter education and training.
5



Chairman Hastings inquired if there were any new developments regarding the District 11 Congressional race.
Director Perlatti replied that the Senate is in recess this week and given that the date of March 5% would be sixty
days out he does not foreseen this being added to the May Election, but CCBOE is still waiting for the

determination from the Governor and the Secretary of State.

Chairman Hasting provided a resolution to Board Member Frost acknowledging his service as a Board Member to
the Cuyahoga County Board of Elections and Cuyahoga County voters for the time period of May 2007 to April
2011 and March 2013 through February 2021.

PUBLIC COMMENT

Adele Eisner commented on the security summit and procurement processes.

EXECUTIVE SESSION

Chairman Hastings moved to go into Executive Session at 3:52 pm. The motion was seconded by Board Member

Frost and a roll call vote taken and all board members voted in the affirmative. The motion passed unanimously.

At 4:59 after returning from Executive Session. Chairman Hastings moved to come out of Executive Session and

the motion was seconded by Board Member Wondolowski. A roll call vote taken and all board members voted in

the affirmative. The motion passed unanimously.

Chairman Hastine moved to recess at 5:00 pm. Board Member Wondolowski seconded. The motion passed

unanimously.



Certification: I have reviewed the above minutes and certify that they are an accurate summary of the actions

taken by the Cuyahoga County Board of Elections at its special meeting held on February 16, 2021.

Jeff Hastings, Chairman

Inajo Davis Chappell, Member

Robert S. Frost, Member

David J. Wondolowski, Member

Anthony Perlatti, Director




ADVISORY 2021-02 - BIENNIALADJUSTMENT OF RECOUNTCHARGES/CAMPAIGN CONTRIBUTION LIMITADJUSTMENT

RELEASED: February 23, 2021

Main Points:
e FEverytwo years the Secretary of State uses the Consumer Price Index to calculate any adjustments to
the campaign contribution limits and charges for a requested (non-automatic) recount.

® The maximum recount charge is increased to $65.00 per precinct.
e The new biennial charges are in effect February 25, 2021 through February 24, 2023.
e Included with the advisory is the 2021 Adjusted Campaign Contribution Limit Report.

SUMMARY

I. BIENNIAL ADJUSTMENT OF RECOUNT CHARGES
The security deposit for a requested (non-automatic) recount will change to $65.00 per precinct. The
minimum charge for a requested recount remains $5.00 per precinct, and the maximum charge for a

requested recount will be $65.00 per precinct.

Il. CAMPAIGN CONTRIBUTION LIMIT ADJUSTMENT
Beginning February 25, 2021, new maximum contribution limits will apply.

DETAILS

I. BIENNIAL ADJUSTMENT OF RECOUNT CHARGES

In January of every odd-numbered year, the Secretary of State adjusts the security deposit and amount
required for a recount, and the minimum and maximum charge per precinct for a requested recount. The
Secretary of State calculates the biennial adjustment according to a formula based on the Consumer Price

Index.
The new charges are in effect February 25, 2021 through February 24, 2023. The new recount charges areas
follows:

« Security Deposit: The minimum recount security deposit isincreased to $65.00 per precinct.

¢ Maximum per precinct: The maximum recount charge is increased to $65.00 per precinct.

e Minimum per precinct: The minimum recount charge will remain at $5.00 per precinct.

il. CAMPAIGN CONTRIBUTION LIMIT ADJUSTMENT
In January of each odd-numbered year, the Secretary of State adjusts the contribution limitation amount based
on the yearly average of the previous two years of the Consumer Price Index. The new maximum contribution

limits will apply for the period beginning February 25, 2021 through February 24, 2023.
The Secretary of State included the report, entitled 2021 Adjusted Campaign Contribution Limits setting forth
the new maximum contribution limits.
e Appendix A of the report contains a summary of each new adjusted contribution limit.
« Appendix B of the report is an overview chart setting forth Ohio’s new campaign contribution limit
amounts.
The updated Contribution Limit Chart for public distribution may be found on the Secretary of State’s website
here: Current Limit Chart (Effective February 25, 2021, PDF).



DIRECTIVE 2021-11 - Ballots for May 4, 2021 Primary/Special Election

RELEASED: February 23, 2021

SUMMARY
o This Directive provides the certified forms of the official ballots to be used in the May 4, 2021

Primary/Special Election.
e No statewide issue will appear on the May 4, 2021 Ballot

e Note: There were no major changes in this Directive from previous primary directives

INSTRUCTIONS

Please note that, in lieu of issuing a separate Directive with specific details covering ballot layout, proofing,
and quantities, the Secretary of State’s Office is issuing oniy this Directive, which must be used in conjunction
with Chapter 4 (Ballots) of the Election Official Manual ("EOM") when preparing ballots for this election.
Chapter 4 of the EOM provides specific instructions on the following subjects:

* Ballot format;

e Voter instructions;

¢ Ballot stubs;

¢ Partisan primary elections;

» Seventeen-year-old voters;
« Candidate ballots (names, restrictions, political party, rotation, etc.);

» Questions and issues ballot;

e Ballot proofs;

e Overlaps;

¢ Bid requirements;

» Ballot quantities;

* Logic and accuracy testing; and
* Public test.

I. VERIFYING DISTRICT RELATIONSHIPS

Before programming any aspect of the central tabulating system for the May 4, 2021 Primary/Special
Election, boards of elections must verify the accuracy of district relationships in the central tabulating system
against the county’s voter registration system (VRS). This is to ensure that each voter receives the correct ballot
style based upon that voter's residential address.

As a part of the review for accuracy of district relationships betweenthe county’s voter registration system and its
tabulating system, the board must ensure the following by April 7, 2021:

A. The Secretary of State’s precinct codes (three alphabet letters) are accurate in the tabulating system
and, if appropriate, the county’s voter registration system; and

B. The precinct names correspond between the two systems.

In addition, the board must verify at least one voter record for each precinct in the SWVRD against the county’s
VRS to ensure accuracy.

Il. OFFICIAL BALLOT FORMS

Each board of elections must provide a separate ballot for each political party, listing candidates for nomination or
election in a primary election. The names of all candidates who have not withdrawn must be arranged, rotated,

and printed upon the ballot.
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ADVISORY 2021-02
February 23, 2021

To:  All County Boards of Elections
Board Members, Directors, and Deputy Directors

Re:  Biennial Adjustment of Recount Charges/Campaign Contribution Limit Adjustment

SUMMARY
I. BIENNIAL ADJUSTMENT OF RECOUNT CHARGES

Beginning February 25, 2021, the security deposit for a requested (non-automatic) recount
will change to $65.00 per precinct. The minimum charge for a requested recount remains $5.00
per precinct, and the maximum charge for a requested recount will be $65.00 per precinct.

II. CAMPAIGN CONTRIBUTION LIMIT ADJUSTMENT

Beginning February 25, 2021, new maximum contribution limits will apply.

DETAILS
I. BIENNIAL ADJUSTMENT OF RECOUNT CHARGES

Pursuant to R.C. 3515.072, in January of each odd-numbered year, the Secretary of State
adjusts the security deposit and amount required for a recount,’ and the minimum and maximum
charge per precinct for a recount.? The Secretary of State calculates the biennial adjustment
according to a statutory formula® based on the yearly average of the previous two years of the
Consumer Price Index.

Based on the Secretary of State’s calculations in January 2021, boards of elections are
hereby advised that there will be a change to the recount charges for the period beginning February
25, 2021 through February 24, 2023. The recount charges shall be as follows:

e The minimum recount security deposit required by R.C. 3515.03 shall be increased to

$65.00 per precinct.
e The maximum recount charge required by R.C. 3515.07 shall be increased to $65.00 per

precinct.

I'R.C. 3515.03.
2R.C. 3515.07.

3R.C.3515.072(A).



¢ The minimum recount charge required by R.C. 3515.07 shall remain at $5.00 per precinct.

* Pursuant to R.C. 3515.072(B), on or before February 25 of each odd-numbered year, the
Secretary of State must create a report setting forth the recount charges and summary of how the
recount charges were calculated. This report, entitled 202/ Procedure and Findings for Recount
Charges, is attached to this Advisory.

II. CAMPAIGN CONTRIBUTION LIMIT ADJUSTMENT

Pursuant to R.C. 3517.102(A), in January of each odd-numbered year, the Secretary of
State adjusts each contribution limitation amount specified in R.C. 3517.102, 3517.10(B)(4)(e),
and 3517.101(B) based on the yearly average of the previous two years of the Consumer Price
Index. The new maximum contribution limits will apply for the period beginning February 25,
2021 through February 24, 2023.

Pursuant to R.C. 3517.104(B)(3), the Secretary of State must issue a report setting forth
the new maximum contribution limits for the amounts specified above. This report, entitled 2027
Adjusted Campaign Contribution Limits, is also attached to this Advisory.

e Appendix A of the report contains a summary of each new adjusted contribution limit in
R.C. 3517.102, 3517.10(B)(4)(e), and 3517.101(B). The new contribution limits are
highlighted in bold.

e Appendix B of the report is an overview chart setting forth Ohio’s new campaign
contribution limit amounts effective as of February 25, 2021.

The updated Contribution Limit Chart for public distribution may be found on the Secretary
of State’s website here: Current Limit Chart (Effective February 25, 2021, PDF).

If you have any questions regarding this Advisory, please contact the Secretary of State’s
elections counsel at (614) 728-8789.

0s
Ohio Secretary of State
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SUMMARY OF PROCEDURE AND FINDINGS
RECOUNT CHARGES

Pursuant to division (B)(3) of section 3515.072 of the Revised Code, the Secretary of
State issues this report setting forth the amount required to be deposited with a board
of elections at the time a recount application is filed for eacl% precinct t? be recounted
under section 3515.03 of the Revised Code and the minimum and maximum per
precinct charge for a recount under section 3515.07 of the Revised Codé. These charges

will apply for the period beginning February 25, 2021, througfa February .?,4 2023.

In January of each odd-numbered year, the Secretary of State, in accordance with
section 3515.072 of the Revised Code, adjusts the minimum security deposit amount
and the minimum and maximum charge per precinct for a requested recount of election
results specified in sections 3515.03 and 3515.07 of the Revised Code. The adjustments
are based on the yearly average of the previous two years of the Consumer"Price Index
for All Urban Consumers (the “CPI"). Using the 2005 yearly average as the base year, the
Secretary of State compares the most current average CPI with that determined in the
preceding odd-numbered year and determines the percentage increase or decrease.

The percentage increase in CPl from 2018 to 2020 is three and onettenth percent (3.1%).

The three and one-tenth percent (3.1%) increase is then multiplied by the actual dollar
figure for the minimum security deposit amount specified in section 3515.03 of the
Revised Code and by the actual dollar figures for the minimum and maximum per
precinct charges for a requested recount specified in section 3515.07 of the Revis'ed
Code, as determined in the previous odd-numbered year. The product is added to the
corresponding actual dollar figure determined in the previous odd-numbered year to

calculate the new requested recount charges.

Office of the Ohio Secretary of State 2 | page



However, under section 3515.072 of the Revised Code, if the resulting amount is less
than five dollars, the Secretary of State retains a record of the resulting amount and the
manner in which it was calculated, but does not make an adjustment unless the
resulting amount, when added to the resulting amount calculated in ea;ch prior odd-

numbered year since the last adjustment was made, equals or exceeds five dollars.

Appendix A of this report details how the minimum security c}eposit amount and the
minimum and maximum per precinct recount charges were calculated for the period
February 25, 2021, through February 24, 2023. In summary, because the }esulting
calculation to the minimum security deposit amount and the per precinct maximum
charge is above five dollars, the charge will increase to sixty-five dollars under sections
3515.03 and 3515.07. The minimum amount an applicant for a requested recount must
deposit with a board of elections at the time a recount application is filed for each
precinct to be recounted under section 3515.03 of the Revised Code will be sixty-five
dollars. Similarly, the per precinct charge for a recount under section 3515.07 of the

Revised Code will not be more than sixty-five dollars or less than five dollars for each

precinct to be recounted.

This report and all related documents are available for inspection and copying at the

Secretary of State’s Office.
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Appendix A
2021 Recount Charges
February 25, 2021, through February 24, 2023

Pursuant to division (A) of section 3515.072 of the Revised Code, the Secretary of State’s Office
performed the following calculations to determine whether the recount charges in sections

3515.03 and 3515.07 of the Revised Code must be adjusted.

R.C. 3515.03

The current minimum amount to be deposited with a board of elections at the time of filing a
recount application is sixty dollars for each precinct. An adjustment.was made in 2015 to the
minimum amount; however, there is a carryover of $0.46 from the 2015 calculations, a carryover
of $0.85 from the 2017 calculations, and a carryover of $2.82 from the 2019 calculations. The
current calculation is multiplied by the CPl increase to equal $1.99 ($64.13 x 0.031).

The 2021 amount was added to the resulting amount calculated in the prior odd-numbered

years — 2015, 2017, and 2019.

Because the resulting amount exceeds five dollars, an adjustment will be made to th‘;(le minimum
security deposit amount for a requested recount under R.C. 3515.03. Accordingly, the amount
required to be deposited with a board of elections at the time of filing a recount application
under R.C. 3515.03 is sixty-five dollars for each precinct to be recounted.

1

R.C. 3515.07

Currently the minimum and maximum per precinct charges for a recount are five dollars and
sixty dollars. These minimum and maximum amounts with prior year CPI increases were

multiplied by the CPI increase of 3.1% to equal $0.20 cents ($6.40 x 0.031) and $1.99 ($64.13 x
0.031).
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In accordance with R.C. 3515.072(A), the 2021 resulting amounts were added to the resulting

amounts calculated in the prior odd-numbered years:

e Minimum recount charge:
o 2007 increase - $0.16
o 2009 increase - $0.34
o 2011 increase - $0.07 :
o 2013 increase - $0.29
o 2015 increase - $0.18
o 2017 increase - $0.08
o 2019 increase - $0.28
o 2021 increase - $0.20

o Total increase - $1.60

e Maximum recount charge: As an adjustment was made to the maximum recount
charge in 2015, there is a carryover from the prior year calculations betwéen 2015 and
2021.

o 2015 carryover - $0.46
o 2017 increase - $0.85
o 2019 increase - $2.82
o 2021 increase - $1.99

o Total increase - $6.12

Because the resulting amount for the maximum recount charge exceeds five dollars, an
adjustment of five dollars will be made to the maximum per precinct requested recount charges
under R.C. 3515.07. Accordingly, the charges per precinct under R.C. 3515.07 will not be more
than sixty-five dollars or less than five dollars for each precinct to be recounted. The Secretary
of State will retain a record of the 2021 resulting amount for the minimum recount charge and

the manner in which it was calculated for future biennial adjustments.
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88 Fast Broad Streer

OHIO AUDITOR OF STATE Columbus, Ohio 43215

contactus@ohioauditorgov

KEITH FABER 500)282.0370

February 2, 2021

The Honorable Frank LaRose
Ohio Secretary of State

22 North Fourth Street, 15™ Floor
Columbus, Ohio 43215

Dear Secretary LaRose:

Our office has received your 2021 Procedure and Findings for Recount Charges in which you
enclosed your final calculations of the charges for a requested recount of election results as set
forth in Ohio Revised Code (ORC) Sections 3515.03 and 3515.07, adjusted by the Consumer
Price Index for all Urban Consumers per ORC Section 3515.072.

Pursuant to ORC Section 3515.072, 1 hereby certify that your calculations are correct. As
evidence of my certification, | have affixed the seal of the Auditor of State on the enclosed

pages.

Sincerely,

KEITH FABER
Auditor of State

Kl

Robert R. Hinkle, CPA, CGFM
Chief Deputy Auditor

Enclosures

Efficient . Effective . Transparent
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Summary of Procedure and Findings
For Adjustments To

Contribution Limitation Amounts

Pursuant to division (B)(3) of section 3517.104 of the Revised Code, the Secretary of State issues this
report setting forth the new maximum contribution limits for the amounts specified in section 3517.102,
the amounts required under division (B)(4)(e) of section 3517. 10, and the amount specified under
division (B) of section 3517.101 of the Revised Code. The new maximum contribution limits will apply

for the period beginning February 25, 2021, through February 24, 2023.

The Secretary of State calculated the new maximum contribution limit amounts according to the
formula in division (A) of section 3517.102 of the Revised Code. Under that section, in January of each
odd-numbered year, the Secretary of State shall adjust each contribution limitation amount specified in
section 3517.102, in division (B)(4)(e) of section 3517.10, and in division (B) of section 3517.101 of
the Revised Code based on the yearly average of the previous two years of the Consumer Price Index
for All Urban Consumers (the “CPI”). Using the 1996 yearly average as the base year, the Secretary of
State compares the most current average CPI with that determined in the preceding odd-numbered year
and calculates the percentage increase or decrease. The percentage increase in CPI from 2018 to
2020 is three and one-tenth percent (3.1%). This amount is then multiplied by the actual dollar figure
for each office or entity specified in section 3517.102, division (B)(4)(¢e) of section 3517.10, and
division (B) of 3517.101 of the Revised Code as determined in the previous odd-numbered year.
Finally, the product is added to the corresponding actual dollar figure determined in the previous odd-

numbered year to calculate the new contribution limit amounts.

In accordance with the requirements of section 3517.104 of the Revised Code, the calculations are
rounded to the nearest $25.00 for the calculations made to the amounts specified in division (B)(4)(e)
of section 3517.10 of the Revised Code for reporting contributions and in-kind contributions at social
or fundraising activities and contributions from amounts deducted from an employee’s wages and
salary. However, the contribution limit amounts are not rounded for the calculations made to the

amounts specified in section 3517.102 or in division (B) of 3517.101 of the Revised Code.



Appendix A of this report contains a summary of each new adjusted contribution limit in section
3517.102, division (B)(4)(e) of section 3517.10, and in division (B) of 3517.101 of the Revised Code.

The new contribution limits are highlighted in bold.

Appendix B of this report is an overview chart setting forth Ohio’s new campaign contribution limit

amounts effective as of February 25, 2021.

This report and all related documents are available for inspection and copying at the office of the
Secretary of State. The complete report is available for download at the Secretary of State’s website:

www.OhioSoS.gov.
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APPENDIX A

2021 Adjusted Campaign Contribution Limits

R.C. 3517.10(B)(4)(e), 3517.102, and 3517.101 dollar figures have been adjusted pursuant to
R.C. 3517.104. The adjusted contribution limits are effective as of February 25, 2021, and are

as follows:

3517.10
3517.10(B)(4)(e): A statement of contributions received does not need to include a separately

itemized account of any contribution of:
e $25.00 or less received from a person at one social or fundraising activity.
e  $25.00 or less aggregated in a calendar year from amounts deducted from the wages and

salary of one employee.

Note: These amounts did not change from the previous limit adjustment.

3517.10(B)(4)(e): An account of the total contributions from each social or fundraising activity
shall include a description of and the value of each in-kind contribution received at that activity

from any person who made one or more such contributions whose aggregate value exceeds

$350.00.

3517.101

3517.101(B): The maximum aggregate amount any person may contribute to a state political
party, a county political party, or a legislative campaign fund that is specifically designated and
used to defray any cost incurred for the purposes described in division (A)(1) of this section in

a calendar year is now $11,274.23.

3517.102
3517.102(B)(1)(a)(i), (ii), & (iii): The maximum aggregate contributions from an individual
who is seven years of age or older to the campaign committee of any one statewide candidate,

senate candidate, or house candidate in a primary or general election period is now $13,704.41.
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3517.102(B)(1)(a)(iv): The maximum aggregate contributions from an individual who is seven
years of age or older to any county political party’s state candidate fund of the county in which

the individual’s designated Ohio residence is located in a calendar year is now $13,704.41.

3517.102(B)(1)(a)(v): The maximum aggregate contributions from an individual who is seven

years of age or older to any one legislative campaign fund in a calendar year is now $20,556.62.

3517.102(B)(1)(a)(vi): The maximum aggregate contributions from an individual who is seven
years of age or older to a state political party’s state candidate fund in a calendar year is now

$41,113.24.

3517.102(B)(1)(a)(vii): The maximum aggregate contributions from an individual who is

seven years of age or older to any one political action committee in a calendar year is now

$13,704.41.

3517.102(B)(1)(a)(viii): The maximum aggregate contributions from an individual who is

seven years of age or older to any one political contributing entity in a calendar year is now

$13,704.41.

3517.102(B)(2)(a)(i), (ii), & (iii): The maximum aggregate contributions from a political action
committee to the campaign committee of any one statewide candidate, senate candidate, or

house candidate in a primary or general election period is now $13,704.41.

3517.102(B)(2)(a)(iv): The maximum aggregate contributions from a political action

committee to any one legislative campaign fund in a calendar year is now $20,556.62.

3517.102(B)(2)(a)(v): The maximum aggregate contributions from a political action committee
to a state political party’s state candidate fund in a calendar year is now $41,113.24.
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3517.102(B)(2)(a)(vi): The maximum aggregate contributions from a political action

committee to another political action committee, with which it is not affiliated, in a calendar

year is now $13,704.41.

3517.102(B)(3)(a), (b) & (c): The maximum aggregate contributions from a campaign
committee to the campaign committee of any one statewide candidate, senate candidate, or

house candidate in a primary or general election period is now $13,704.41.

3517.102(B)(3)(d): The maximum aggregate contributions from a campaign committee to any

one political action committee in a calendar year is now $13,704.41.

3517.102(B)(3)(¢): The maximum aggregate contributions from a campaign committee to any

one political contributing entity in a calendar year is now $13,704.41.

3517.102(B)(4)(a): The maximum aggregate contributions from a political party to any one

political action committee or to any one political contributing entity in a calendar year is now

$13,704.41.

3517.102(B)(5)(a)(i): The maximum aggregate contributions from a campaign committee,

other than a designated state campaign committee, to a state political party’s state candidate

fund in a calendar year is now $41,113.24.

3517.102(B)(5)(a)(ii): The maximum aggregate contributions from a campaign committee,
other than a designated state campaign committee, to any one legislative campaign fund in a

calendar year is now $20,556.62.

3517.102(B)(5)(a)(iii): The maximum aggregate contributions from a campaign committee,
other than a designated state campaign committee, to any one county political party’s state

candidate fund in a calendar year is now $13,704.41.
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3517.102(B)(6)(a)(i): The maximum aggregate contributions from a county political party’s
state candidate fund to the campaign committee of any statewide candidate, except a
contribution to a designated state campaign committee, in a primary or general election period

is now $342,610.34.

3517.102(B)(6)(a)(ii) & (iii): The maximum aggregate contributions from a county political
party’s state candidate fund to the campaign committee of any senate candidate or house
candidate, except a contribution to a designated state campaign committee, in a primary or

general election period is now $13,704.41.

3517.102(B)(6)(b)(i)(I): The maximum aggregate contributions of cash or cash equivalents
from a county or state political party’s state candidate fund to a designated state campaign
committee of any one statewide candidate in a primary or general election period is now

$772,928.93.

3517.102(B)(6)(b)(i)(I): The maximum aggregate contributions of cash or cash equivalents
from a county or state political party’s state candidate fund to a designated state campaign

committee of a senate candidate in a primary or general election period is now $154,174.65.

3517.102(B)(6)(b)()(IIT): The maximum aggregate contributions of cash or cash equivalents
from a county or state political party’s state candidate fund to a designated state campaign

committee of a house candidate in a primary or general election period is now $76,744.72.

3517.102(B)(6)(b)(ii)(I): The maximum aggregate contributions of cash or cash equivalents
from a legislative campaign fund to a designated state campaign committee of a senate

candidate is now $76,744.72 for a primary election period and $154,174.65 for a general

election period.

3517.102(B)(6)(b)(ii)(1I): The maximum aggregate contributions of cash or cash equivalents
from a legislative campaign fund to a designated state campaign committee of a house candidate

is now $39,751.79 for a primary election period and $76,744.72 for a general election period.

1] E L3
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3517.102(B)(6)(c): The maximum aggregate contributions from other lawful accounts of a
county political party that has no state candidate fund and is located in a county having a
population of less than 150,000 to any one statewide candidate or to any one designated state

campaign committee in any primary or general election period is now $3,426.10.

3517.102(B)(7)(a)(i), (ii) & (iii): The maximum aggregate contributions from a political
contributing entity to the campaign committee of any one statewide candidate, senate candidate,

or house candidate in a primary or general election period is now $13,704.41.

3517.102(B)(7)(a)(iv): The maximum aggregate contributions from a political contributing

entity to any one legislative campaign fund in a calendar year is now $20,556.62.

3517.102(B)(7)(a)(v): The maximum aggregate contributions from a political contributing
entity to a state political party’s state candidate fund in a calendar year is now $41,113.24.

3517.102(B)(7)(a)(vi): The maximum aggregate contributions from a political contributing
entity to another political contributing entity or a political action committee, with which it is

not affiliated, in a calendar year is now $13,704.41.

3517.102(C)(1)(a)(ii): The maximum aggregate contributions a campaign committee of a
statewide candidate may accept from any one individual who is seven years of age or older, any
one political action committee, any one political contributing entity, or any one other campaign

committee in a primary or general election period is now $13,704.41.

3517.102(C)(1)(a)(iii): The maximum aggregate contributions a campaign committee of a

statewide candidate may accept from any one or combination of state candidate funds of county

political parties in a primary or general election period is now $342,610.34.

3517.102(C)(1)(b): The maximum aggregate contributions a campaign committee of a

statewide candidate may accept, in a primary or general election period, from any county
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political party that has no state candidate fund and that is located in a county having a population

of less than 150,000 is now $3,426.10.

3517.102(C)(2)(a)(ii): The maximum aggregate contributions a campaign committee of a
senate candidate, except for a designated state campaign committee, may accept from any one
individual who is seven years of age or older, any one political action committee, any one
political contributing entity, any one state candidate fund of a county political party, or any one

other campaign committee in a primary or general election period is now $13,704.41.

3517.102(C)(2)(b): The maximum aggregate contributions a campaign committee of a senate
candidate may accept, in a primary or general election period, from a county political party that

has no state candidate fund and that is located in a county having a population of less than

150,000 is now $3,426.10.

3517.102(C)(3)(a)(ii): The maximum aggregate contributions a campaign committee of a
house candidate, except for a designated state campaign committee, may accept from any one
individual who is seven years of age or older, any one political action committee, any one
political contributing entity, any one state candidate fund of a county political party, or any one

other campaign committee in a primary or general election period is now $13,704.41.

3517.102(C)(3)(b): The maximum aggregate contributions a campaign committee of a house
candidate may accept, in a primary or general election period, from a county political party that
has no state candidate fund and that is located in a county having a population of less than

150,000 is now $3,426.10.

3517.102(C)(4)(a)(i): The maximum aggregate contributions a county political party state
candidate fund, except for a designated state campaign committee, may accept from any one
individual who is seven years of age or older and whose designated Ohio residence is located

within that county or from any one campaign committee, in a calendar year is now $13,704.41.
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3517.102(C)(4)(b)(ii): The maximum aggregate contributions a state political party state
candidate fund may accept from any one individual who is seven years of age or older, any one
political action committee, any one political contributing entity, or any one campaign

committee, other than a designated state campaign committee, in a calendar year is now

$41,113.24.

3517.102(C)(5)(b): The maximum aggregate contributions a legislative campaign fund may
accept from any one individual who is seven years of age or older, any one political action
committee, any one political contributing entity, or any one campaign committee, other than a

designated state campaign committee, in a calendar year is now $20,556.62.

3517.102(C)(6)(a)(i): The maximum aggregate contributions of cash or cash equivalents a
designated state campaign committee, in the case of a campaign committee of a statewide
candidate, may accept from a state political party state candidate fund in a primary or general

election period is now $772,928.93.

3517.102(C)(6)(a)(ii): The maximum aggregate contributions of cash or cash equivalents a
designated state campaign committee, in the case of a campaign committee of a senate
candidate, may accept from a state political party state candidate fund in a primary or general

election period is now $154,174.65.

3517.102(C)(6)(a)(iii): The maximum aggregate contributions of cash or cash equivalents a
designated state campaign committee, in the case of a campaign committee of a house
candidate, may accept from a state political party state candidate fund in a primary or general

election period is now $76,744.72.

3517.102(C)(6)(b)(i): The maximum aggregate contributions of cash or cash equivalents a
designated state campaign committee of a senate candidate may accept from a legislative

campaign fund is now $76,744.72 in a primary election period and $154,174.65 in a general

election period.

2021 Adjusted Campaign Contribution Limits 8 — B= 1
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3517.102(C)(6)(b)(ii): The maximum aggregate contributions of cash or cash equivalents a
designated state campaign committee of a house candidate may accept from a legislative

campaign fund is now $39,751.79 in a primary election period and $76,744.72 in a general

election period.

3517.102(C)(6)(c)(i): The maximum aggregate contributions of cash or cash equivalents a
campaign committee of a senate candidate, including a campaign committee that is a designated
state campaign committee, may accept from any one or combination of state candidate funds

of county political parties in a primary or general election period is now $137,092.24.

3517.102(C)(6)(c)(ii): The maximum aggregate contributions of cash or cash equivalents a
campaign committee of a house candidate, including a campaign committee that is a designated
state campaign committee, may accept from any one or combination of state candidate funds

of county political parties in a primary or general election period is now $68,522.07.

3517.102(C)(7)(a)(ii): The maximum aggregate contributions a political action committee may
accept from any one individual who is seven years of age or older, any one campaign

committee, or any one political party in a calendar year is now $13,704.41.

3517.102(C)(7)(b): The maximum aggregate contributions a political action committee or a
political contributing entity may accept from any one political action committee or any one
political contributing entity, except a political action committee or political contributing entity

with which it is afﬁliated, in a calendar year is now $13,704.41.

3517.102(E)(1): A legislative campaign fund must dispose of excess funds exceeding
$232,289.81.
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Appendix B

Ohio Campaign Contribution Limits
Effective February 25, 2021 through February 24, 2023

THIS CHART IS INTENDED TO BE A GENERAL GUIDE AN

COUNTY COUNTY

e |

INDIVIDUAL PARTY LEGISLATIVE ~ CAMPAIGN
e(;::;; ge ev r 2oy PA_RTY CAMPAIGN  COMMITTEE
# older()g P Candidate Ac?ézenrt _ Candidate FUND {includes locall
Fund Fund
I $13,704.41 $13,704.41 | $34261034 2 $3.426.10° | $772,928.937 PROHIBITED | $13,704.4] :
! | B |
$13,704.417 . . $76,744.72¢ |
SENATE $13,704.41 $13,704.41 $154.174.65 2 | $3,426.10 $154,174.65 $154.174.65 © $13,704.41 |
= | il |
$13,704.41" $39,751.79 ¢ .
S ’ 9 7 ' ]
HOUSE $13,704.41 $13,704.41 | $76.744.722 $3,426.10 $76,744.72 | $76.744.72 ¢ $13,704.41 |
| | |
STATE | |
PARTY | |
$41113.24 3 $41N3.24 3 No Limit PROHIBITED No Limit No Limit $41N3.24 %
‘ | — —— — - —»I
LEGISLATIVE | | | ,
TNV $20,556623% $20,556.623 | No Limit PROHIBITED No Limit PROHIBITED | $20,556.62 *
FUND |
COUNTY | |
PARTY i
$13,704.41°  PROHIBITED | PROHIBITED PROHIBITED No Limit No Limit $13,704.41 %
| | |
| . |
|
$13,704.41 3 | $13,704.41% | $13,704.41" | $13,704.417 | $13,704.41 _“ PROHIBITED | $13,704.41° |
! |

1. These limits apply to contributions given to a campaign committee which is not a ‘designated state campaign committee’.
2. These limits apply to cash or cash equivalents, not in-kind. The campaign committee of a House or a Senate candidate which is a ‘designated state campaign
committee’ may accept, in aggregate, from'any one or a combination of state candidate funds of county political parties $68,522.07 and 137,092.24,

respectively, in an election period.
. These limits are per calendar year.
4. This limit is per calendar year and may only be made if the campaign committee's candidate will appear on a ballot in that county or is an officeholder
representing any part of that county.
5. These limits are per calendar year and do not apply to contributions given by a ‘'designated state campaign commitiee’.
6, These limits apply o cash or cash equivalents, not in-kind. The smaller limit is for the Primary election period and the larger limit is for the General election

w

period.
7. These limits apply to cash or cash equivalents, not in-kind.
8. These limits apply to political parties in counties having a population of less than 150,000 which do not establish a State Candidate Fund. ‘Other Account’ does

not include a Restricted Fund.
9. Recipients of county party non-State Candidate Fund contributions must be campaign committees for statewide candidates or a ‘designated state campaign

committee.’
10. This limit is per calendar year. Contributions to a County Party SCF are restricted to individuals residing in the county or ‘designated state campaign

committees’ of the County Party SCF.
11, These limits are per calendar year and apply to the aggregate of contributions given by the National, State, and County level of a political party.
12. A campaign committee for a statewide candidate may accept not more than this amount, in aggregate, from any one or a combination of state candidate funds

of county political parties in an election period.
13. This limit is per calendar year and does not apply to contributions made to or received by one or more PACs that are affiliated.

February 25, 2021 Please consult section 3517.102 of the Ohio Revised Code.
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DIRECTIVE 2021-11
February 23, 2021

To:  All County Boards of Elections
Board Members, Directors, and Deputy Directors

Re:  Ballots for May 4, 2021 Primary/Special Election

SUMMARY

This Directive provides the certified forms of the official ballots to be used in the May 4,
2021 Primary/Special Election.

INSTRUCTIONS

Please note that, in lieu of issuing a separate Directive with specific details covering ballot
layout, proofing, and quantities, the Secretary of State’s Office is issuing only this Directive, which
must be used in conjunction with Chapter 4 (Ballots) of the Election Official Manual ("EOM")
when preparing ballots for this election. Chapter 4 of the EOM provides specific instructions on

the following subjects:

¢ Ballot format;

e Voter instructions;

o Ballot stubs;

e Partisan primary elections;

e Seventeen-year-old voters;

e Candidate ballots (names, restrictions, political party, rotation, etc.);
e Questions and issues ballot;
Ballot proofs;

Overlaps;

Bid requirements;

Ballot quantities;

Logic and accuracy testing; and
Public test.

L VERIFYING DISTRICT RELATIONSHIPS

Before programming any aspect of the central tabulating system for the May 4, 2021
Primary/Special Election, boards of elections must verify the accuracy of district relationships in
the central tabulating system against the county’s voter registration system. This 1s to ensure that
each voter receives the correct ballot style (i.e., the correct combination of candidate offices and

issues) based upon that voter’s residential address.




As a part of the review for accuracy of district relationships between the county’s voter
registration system and its tabulating system, the board must ensure the following by April 7, 2021:

A. The Secretary of State’s precinct codes (three alphabet letters) are accurate in the
tabulating system and, if appropriate, the county’s voter registration system; and

B. The precinct names correspond between the two systems.

Note: It is imperative that a board of elections upload to the statewide voter registration
database (“SWVRD”) any changes to district relationships (including wards and precincts)
that have been made locally in the county’s voter registration system (“VRS”). Using the
report provided by our Office on March 31, 2021, each board must review the report to
ensure that all SOS Precinct ID Codes provided on the report match the board’s voter
registration system. Boards will have until April 7, 2021 to return the reviewed report

noting any changes.

In addition, the board must verify at least one voter record for each precinct in the SW VRD
against the county’s VRS to ensure accuracy.

IL OFFICIAL BALLOT FORMS

Each board of elections must provide a separate ballot for each political party, listing
candidates for nomination or election in a primary election.! The names of all candidates who have
not withdrawn must be arranged, rotated, and printed upon the ballot in accordance with the
provisions of Ohio Revised Code Chapters 3505, 3506, and 3513 and Chapter 4 of the EOM.

Please note that partisan primary elections held in statutory municipalities in odd-numbered
years are subject to the restrictions of R.C. 3513.02. Pursuant to that provision, no partisan primary
election will be held in an odd-numbered year in a statutory municipality that nominates municipal
office holders by partisan primary election if either of the following circumstances occurs:

1. No valid declaration of candidacy is filed for nomination as a candidate of a political
party for election to any of the offices to be voted for at the general election to be held in such

year; or

2. The number of persons filing for nominations as candidates of one political party for
election to such offices does not exceed, as to any office, the number of candidates that the political
party is entitled to nominate as its candidates for election to the office.?

' R.C. 3513.13; If a city or village has adopted a charter or one of the three alternate forms of home rule government
set forth in Revised Code Chapter 705 (i.e., commission plan, city manager plan, or federal plan), the board must refer
to the charter or appropriate provisions of R.C. Chapter 705 to determine the following: what officers are to be elected;
the term of each office to be elected; the method of nomination (e.g., partisan primary election, nonpartisan primary
election, or nominating petition) for each office; and the form of the ballet, if such ballot is prescribed by charter.

2 See Chapter 4, p. 8 of the Election Official Manual for guidance on issuing certificates of nomination.
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A. STATUTORY MUNICIPALITIES V. HOME RULE MUNICIPALITIES

A statutory municipal corporation is a city or village that is governed by the general laws
of Ohio (i.e., the Revised Code of Ohio). In comparison, a municipal corporation that has adopted
a form of limited home rule may have adopted provisions governing elections for municipal offices
or issues that differ from general statutory provisions. If specific home rule provisions relating to
elections cannot be harmonized with the statutory provisions, the home rule provisions will control
elections of the home rule municipality. Questions about the applicability or implementation of
home rule provisions should be directed to the municipal corporation’s legal counsel (i.e., City
Attorney, Director of Law).

B. ORDER OF OFFICES FOR ALL CANDIDATE BALLOTS?

1. Primary Ballot — Statutory City

City offices must be listed in the following order:

Mayor

President of Council

Auditor

Treasurer

Director of Law

Member of Council at Large
Member of Council — Ward
Judge of the Municipal Court
Clerk of the Municipal Court

2. Primary Ballot — Statutory Village

Village offices must be listed in the following order:

VN s W~

Mayor

Clerk-Treasurer

Clerk

Treasurer

Member of Council

Member of Board of Trustees of Public Affairs

S e

3R.C. 3513.13; If a city or village has adopted a charter or one of the three alternate forms of home rule government
set forth in Revised Code Chapter 705 (i.e., commission plan, city manager plan, or federal plan), the board must refer
to the charter or appropriate provisions of R.C. Chapter 705 to determine the following: what officers are to be elected,
the term of each office to be elected; the method of nomination (e.g., partisan primary election, nonpartisan primary
election, or nominating petition) for each office; and the form of the batlot, if such ballot is prescribed by charter.
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3. Write-In Vote Blank Spaces*

A write-in space must be provided on the ballot for every office for which the board of
elections has received a valid declaration of intent to be a write-in candidate.

A board of elections must not accept a declaration of intent to be a write-in candidate for
any office for which the primary election has been eliminated pursuant to R.C. 3513.02.

C. OFFICIAL QUESTIONS AND ISSUES BALLOT

Offices for which candidates may be nominated or elected are presented on the ballot first,
followed by the questions and issues. The Official Questions and Issues Ballot must be used for
all voting systems. The ballot form contains examples of some of the local questions and 1ssues
that may appear on the ballot in your county. Not every category of question/issue will appear on
every ballot in every county, so please apply as much of the form as is appropriate to the ballots

in your county.

Please note that the ballot form for the Official Questions and Issues Ballot contains two
examples of a local liquor option question. A local liquor option question may appear on the ballot
on the day of a primary election only if candidates also appear on the ballot in each precinct
affected by the local liquor option in question.’

Additional instructions on headings, ballot language, and percentage of votes can be found
in Chapter 4 of the EOM.

Questions and issues must be grouped together in the following political subdivision order
for elections held in 2021:°

¢ County

e Municipal

e Township

e School and Other Districts

No statewide issue will appear on the May 4, 2021 Ballot.

Each board of elections may determine the specific order in which the questions/issues
within each group are placed on the ballot in that county; however, a board should adopt a method
for doing so (i.e., ordered alphabetically or by date filed, etc.). Absentee ballots must contain
identical ordering of issues within groups of regular ballots.

4R.C.3513.041; R.C. 3513.14.
S R.C. 4301.33, 4301.331; Exception: The questions of the sale of spirituous liquor by the glass as provided in R.C.
4303.29 (Form 5-B) may appear only on the general election ballots. It cannot be submitted to voters at a primary

election.
6 Question and Issues Handbook, pp. 1-12; R.C. 3505.06(B).
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Please review the appropriate sections of the Ohio Revised Code, local charter (if
applicable), and the Questions and Issues Handbook for ballot language and formats that are not
on the attached Official Questions and Issues Ballot.

D. ABSENTEE BALLOTS’

Each board of elections must have absentee ballots printed and ready for use by Friday,
March 19, 2021 (46 days before the May 4, 2021 Primary/Special Election) for Uniformed and
Overseas Citizens Absentee Voting Act (“UOCAVA™) voters, and by Tuesday, April 6, 2021 for
regular (non-UOCAVA) absentee voters.

Boards of elections must send a copy of each absentee ballot (candidates and questions and
issues) to the Secretary of State’s Office at least 47 days before the election, by Thursday, March
18, 2021. Absentee ballots must be uploaded to the SharePoint site. :

E. CURING ABSENTEE BALLOT APPLICATIONS

If a board of elections receives an absentee ballot application that does not contain all of
the required information, the board must promptly notify the voter of the additional information
required. Boards must utilize telephone numbers and email addresses to complete this process as
quickly as possible. However, if electronic contact is not possible, boards must attempt to correct
the missing information by mail. Boards should ultimately retain a completed application from the
voter at the board office.?

The Secretary of State’s Office will issue a Directive regarding the unofficial and official
canvass procedures for the May 4, 2021 Primary/Special Election. That Directive will include
additional information regarding the cure period for absentee and provisional ballots.

If you have any questions regarding this Directive or Chapter 4 of the EOM, please contact
the Secretary of State’s elections counsel at (614) 728-8789.

0s
Ohio Secretary of State

7R.C. 3509.01 and R.C. 3511.04.
8R.C. 3509.04(A).
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OFFICIAL (INSERT NAME OF POLITICAL PARTY) PRIMARY BALLOT

A- County

B . Primary Election

May 4, 2021

i

Instructions to Voter

e To vote: completely darken
the oval ( @@ ) to the left of
your choice.

e Note the permitted number of
choices directly below the title
of each candidate office. Do
not mark the ballot for more
choices than allowed.

e If you mark the ballot for more
choices than permitted, that
contest or question will not be
counted.

o To vote for a write-in
candidate: completely
darken the oval ( @ ) to the
left of the blank line and write
in the candidate’s name. Only
votes cast for candidates who
filed as write-in candidates
can be counte<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>