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THE CUYAHOGA COUNTY BOARD OF ELECTIONS TO ESTABLISH TEMPORARY
VOTE-BY-MAIL BALLOT COLLECTION SITES THROUGHOUT THE COUNTY FOR THE
NOVEMBER 3, 2020 PRESIDENTIAL GENERAL ELECTION
The Board of Elections has created a Temporary Vote-by-Mail Ballot Collection Plan. Beginning on October 13,
2020, voters will be able to return their voted ballots and submit Vote-by-Mail ballot applications without making the
trip to the Board’s Building near downtown Cleveland safely and securely.
Politically balanced teams will be located at six libraries located throughout Cuyahoga County. This will allow voters
to drop off their Vote-by-Mail Ballots and Vote-by-Mail ballot applications closer to their homes. This will also ease
traffic congestion that is anticipated when thousands of voters begin to visit the Board to Vote Early In-Person while
others are dropping off voted ballots.
“The behavior of voters has drastically changed due to health concerns surrounding the current pandemic,” said
Anthony Perlatti, Director of the Board of Elections. The number of ballot requests have already exceeded the total
number ballots cast by mail during the last Presidential General Election. “This tells us that people do not want to
travel, and people are avoiding crowded places,” said Perlatti.
The Board adopted the Temporary Vote-by-Mail Ballot Collection Plan in a unanimous decision today. “Creating a
plan executed by bipartisan teams of employees that ensures the integrity of the voting process further builds voter
confidence”, said Board Chairman Jeff Hastings. “For years the BOE staff has collected voted ballots from residential
living facilities in a safe and secure manner and this plan builds on those experiences”, said Hastings. “This is a
commonsense solution that will protect public health,” said Board Member David Wondolowski. Another factor in
making the decision was the concern about the United States Postal Service’s (USPS) ability to promptly deliver
ballots. “The program will help take the pressure off of the USPS which will be responsible for delivering hundreds of
thousands of ballots prior to the deadline,” said Wondolowski.
The Board already goes out in the field to collect ballots on a temporary basis. Under normal circumstances politically
balanced teams visit nursing homes and other facilities to provide voter assistance and return their voted ballots.
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